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Dannien Roller Architekten + Partner’s conversion of a neoclassical residential
and commercial building in Tubingen’s historic center, with the addition of a
single-story extension, is a successful example of architecture integrating into the
historical context while retaining autonomy of style. Completed in 2020, the
building acts as a new office premises with archives and workspaces. The
German city of Tuibingen, which dates back to medieval times, is home to a
prestigious university, and consequently has many historic layers woven into its
urban fabric.
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east elevation
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In the new building, a large windowed entrance in the front fagade leads into the

architecture practice’s reception area, where interlaced apertures through open
timber frames offer glimpses of different levels in the open office landscape.
Created by lowering the old building’s floor slab, the mezzanine houses technical
installations and bathrooms. Elsewhere in the building are housed the renovated
offices and library.

The faceted new volume enjoys a striking bare masonry aesthetic; interior wall
surfaces feature solid blocks of unfinished plaster; above them is a geometric,
origami-like ceiling. Externally, plaster in a restrained color palette matches the
natural stone walls of the surrounding area. Although largely monochromatic,
throughout the renovation, color accents such as the brass railings and a neon
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ground floor
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Emulating a typical element of traditional Tlbingen urban structures, the
renovated building features an open inner courtyard. The angular new addition
contrasts with the rear of the old building, with its modern architectural
language, yet forms a natural, integral part of the existing topography. The green
roofscape and tiers contrast with the sculptural building structure, respectfully

embedding it into a terraced slope along the Schulberg.
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Project: residential + commercial building conversion with a single-storey extension / Location:
PfleghofstraBe 4.1, 72070 Tubingen / Architect: Dannien Roller Architekten + Partner / Project team:
Dipl.-Ing. Maren Danien, Dipl.-Ing. Matthias Roller, M.A. Mirko Jakschic, M.A. Ozlem Ozkan /
Landscape architect: Dagmar Hedder / Structural analysis: Schneck-Schaal-Braun
Ingenieurgesellschaft Bauen mbH / Site area: 507m2 / Gross floor area: 406m?2 / Design: 2019 /

Completion: 2020 / Photograph: ©Dietmar Straul3
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